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From the Editor 
A slimmer Smokebox than last month.    There are more modelling articles expected, but they 

haven’t arrived in time for this month’s cut-off.  Speaking of which, please note the copy deadline for 

the April issue.  My opening comments will close with the cut-off date for the next issue from here 

on in. 

A postscript to my article on Chattenden: I now know that the loco is available as a ready-to-run 

model from Essel Engineering.  This link takes you to their locomotive page and Chattenden is the 

second loco on the list www.esselengineering.co.uk/locomotives.html.  The model was originally 

conceived by Friog Models, who Essel bought in 1997.  The November 1993 issue of SMT, page 45, 

carries an advert from Friog showing Chattenden. 

I also referred in the last edition to perhaps swapping sides.  Presumably everyone knew what I 

meant because I don’t remember anyone asking for clarification.  The first virtual Welshpool & 

Llanfair footplate crew meeting confirmed that I will train as a driver this year, meaning that for 

some of my rostered duties I’ll be on the right-hand side of the footplate instead of my more usual 

left-hand side.  My training will be predicate on other trained staff being available and I expect still 

to be doing some firing turns, indeed my first duties of this year have been a firing turn with a 

recently qualified driver (who is younger than my youngest son!) and turns supervising trainee 

firemen. 

Staying with the W&L, 699.01 

Sir Drefaldwyn continues to 

come together.  Here she is 

earlier in February, the boiler 

having been reunited with the 

chassis and the tanks and 

upper cab reinstalled.  The 

next major job is the forming 

of steam piping (an 

outsourced job), then final 

assembly can commence.  

There is growing confidence 

that we’ll see her in traffic 

before the end of the year.  

The loco has a screw reverser 

and superheater so will be 

quite different to fire and drive to the rest of the non-superheated fleet.  I’ll keep you posted.  For 

now, I hope you enjoy this issue and please keep your articles flowing.   

Copy deadline for April Smokebox: Thursday 24th March 2022 

Alan, Smokebox Editor 

http://www.esselengineering.co.uk/locomotives.html
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From the Chair 
I think the AGM was generally held to be a success this year. We met face to face, members raised 

important points of interest and information from the floor and it was over within an hour. The 

latter was always my benchmark for a successful AGM, anything else a bonus! On the matter of 

comments from the floor, I can assure members that the committee are actively pursuing these and 

I can report that safety concerns regarding crowding in the centre of Eaton Downs are being 

addressed and we hope will be sorted for the April meeting. Additional material required for the 

extra boards needed to widen the layout have been purchased with a view to completing the boards 

during March. In the meantime, Chris has identified a smaller folding table suitable for the centre of 

Eaton Downs and Garth, armed with his trusty Costco card, is setting forth to purchase one (or two), 

brave man. My thanks to members for turning out in such numbers, to the committee for producing 

all the reports required to keep the membership informed and Alan for taking the minutes. 

At the March meeting, Ted is intending to get Eaton Downs erected for 45 mm running only whilst 

he tackles the tight track leading to and from the points on the 32 mm lines. He is also going to get 

Ridgmont out for 32 mm folk. Lets hope the prolonged storage does not throw up any nasty 

surprises. All this means a lot of unpacking and packing from under the stage and that means we 

need members help, particularly at the end of the day – need I say more? 

I hope those with outside railway lines have not suffered any storm damage, my little test track 

seems ok but is littered with small dead twigs and several pigeons’ nests from next doors tree. It 

could have been much worse but storms in this area over the last few years seem to have sorted out 

weaken branches and rotted fence posts. 

Bob, Chairman 

Meeting Dates 
Here are all meeting dates until the end of the year.  Please note that the start time is 10.30 with 

close at 16.00. 

• Sunday 6th March 

• Sunday 3rd April 

• Sunday 1st May 

• Sunday 5th June 

• Sunday 3rd July 

• Sunday 7th August 

• Sunday 4th September 

• Sunday 2nd October 

• Sunday 6th November 

• Saturday 26th  November Steam in Beds Show 

• Sunday 4th December (to be confirmed) 

Lost & Found 
I am pleased to report that our ancient Tea or Coffee Money Box has been 

found safe and well. During the discussion on this subject at the AGM, Tony 

mentioned that when it felt heavy he would take it home to empty.  

Therefore, when I got home, I looked in the cupboard where I keep the cash 

box and lo and behold there it was. I then remembered bringing it home 

after our December meeting.  What an idiot.  

Garth Bridgwood 
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An invitation to BAG members to a steaming challenge 
Martin Shrubsole issues an invitation and lays down a challenge 

This note is to sound out if members of BAG would be interested in attempting to run a timetabled 

service on Somesay Island Railway, with remote-controlled trains hauled by Battery or live-steam 

locomotives, on a date in Summer 2022? 

Over the years Somesay Island Railway has evolved into a layout that can provide a test track for a 

single operator, or the arena for operation of a scheduled service, keeping busy around 20 

participants.    

Traditionally all trains have been battery powered and free running with only station pilots with any 

remote/ radio control. A documented timetable provides for freight services running between 

loading and unloading points, and passenger trains that stop at all stations.   Station operators stop 

and start trains, and, also, act as signalmen, working telephone block over the stretches of double 

track, and a simplified form of token working for the single lines. 

In the layout’s latest (slightly simplified) form there is scope to operate the layout with the station 

operators retaining the signaller role, and the trains being controlled remotely by individual drivers; 

trains that therefore can be either battery propelled or live-steam.    

There is currently NO proposed date for such an event, which could be either at a weekend, or mid-

week, dependent upon the level of interest.  

 
Track plan of the Somesay Island Railway 

Some details of the layout will help you decide whether the “challenge” appeals. 

Referring to the track plan, the garden plot (which located in the village of Wing) is approximately 

80ft wide and 50 ft deep.  The layout follows the perimeter of the garden, and planting or screening 

means that one station operator cannot see to another, whence the ned for signalling.  There are 

tunnels and gradients and two high viaducts all of which limit the practicality of manual control of 

live-steam locomotives. In most parts track is at least 30cm above the natural ground level.  Access 



Smokebox, March 2022 Page 4 of 5 

Pits at Llanbedroc/ Rock Bottom, at Aveatque Vale sidings means that track is at low waist level, as is 

also the case inside the shed at Oatway Sidings and at Overcotes.. At Ballyfuss, Monks Bay and Quai 

Sera track is a level that is comfortable for a seated operator. 

Track is all 32mm gauge and most of the 70+ points (a mixture of Peco, Tenmille and Hand-made) 

are worked from track -side levers or lever frames.   Minimum mainline radius is 1metre with 

transitional easements, and track spacings on main lines are at 150mm centres:  minimum height of 

all over-structures is 170mm (except at wagon loading points. 

For running a schedule, signallers are required to be present at Overcotes, Ballyfuss Oatway Sidings 

and Butt End, and, unless the single lines are worked as “One Engine in Steam”, at Llanbedroc , 

Monks Bay, Quai Sera and Vale Junction.   Clocks are on display at each station and timings are given 

in conventional minutes (i.e not a speeded-up clock).  A schedule that repeats/finishes after two 

hours is often enough. 

I would envisage that the steam refuelling facilities would be located at Llanbedroc/Rock Bottom, 

Aveatque Vale Yard and Monks Bay, and that an Out and Back working (via Butt End) from any one 

of those locations, inclusive of signalling and station stops would be about 10-12 minutes, with 5+ 

minutes required back at base for turning locomotives, running round, and topping up gas and 

water.   The limit on the trains to run is the slickness with which the common portion (Ballyfuss to 

Quai Sera and back can be  operated, and the accuracy of timekeeping. 

It would be expected that anyone not driving would take on a post of signaller (and vice versa) and 

that anyone bringing locomotives (steam and/or battery) would also bring stock to pull (to avoid 

problems with incompatible couplings). 

There is much else that would need to be determined, and the question for now is who would be 

interested in taking part in such an operation?  

If this does appeal in any way, please let me know at welaws@aol.com before the 18th March, 2022 

so that I can report in the March Smokebox whether there is enough interest to go ahead and seek a 

date   

If you want a bit more insight into how the railway has been operated in the past, please visit 

www.somesayislandrailway.org. 

Martin Shrubsole 

Steam in Beds Update 
Chris Pretty requests support for Steam in Beds, later this year in November 

During the Groups A.G.M. held during our February meeting Bob Gamble explained that if we were 

to run a Steam in Beds this year it would need the full support of the membership. In other words 

we would need members to step up to help organise it. Those members present were asked to vote 

on whether they would support holding Steam in Beds this year. The vote showed that members 

were overwhelming in favour of holding the event.  

A list of tasks that needed to be covered was circulated showing what needed to be done in 

preparation for the event and tasks that need to be covered on the day of the show itself. It was 

encouraging that several members immediately stepped forward offering to cover some of the 

tasks. That leaves us with several areas that still need to be covered. 

They are: 

• Design Flyers, Show Guide and Book Advertising 

• Catering 

http://www.somesayislandrailway.org/
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• Organizing Stewards 

• Managing the preparation and set up of the Hall 

As Bob explained whoever agrees to take on one of the above would not be expected to do it all 

themselves but would seek help from the wider membership. Each of these areas can be broken 

down into easily managed activities, if you are willing to help with any of the above, please let me or 

Bob know so we can provide more details about what is involved. 

As I have personally managed and run Steam in Beds for many years, I have a wealth of experience 

running the show which would be at your disposal if needed. 

I hope to include a regular update in Smokebox on the progress being made in each area. 

Chris Pretty 

SIB Project Manager 

c.pretty0301@btinternet.com 

Sales & Wants 
Please note that a table will be placed at the back of the hall for members to place any items they 

have for sale. 

This space is still waiting for you advert! 


